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THE DEVELOPMENT OF STUDENTS COMMUNACATIVE
COMPETETENCE AT ENGLISH LESSONS

In today’s globalized world, communication skills have become essential,
particularly in a foreign language like English, which serves as a global lingua franca.
The development of students’ communicative competence at English lessons plays a
vital role in equipping them with the ability to interact in a variety of contexts.
Communicative competence refers to the ability not only to produce grammatically
correct sentences but also to use appropriate language in different social situations.
This competence is essential for students as it helps them navigate diverse
communicative environments, whether in academic, professional, or personal
settings.

At English lessons, developing communicative competence involves teaching
students not only the mechanics of the language, such as grammar, vocabulary, and
pronunciation, but also the ability to use the language effectively in diverse
communicative situations. This includes understanding the cultural context, selecting
appropriate language forms, and being able to negotiate meaning in conversation.
Teachers aim to develop all aspects of communicative competence, which can be
categorized into four key components: grammatical competence, sociolinguistic
competence, discourse competence, and strategic competence.

Grammatical Competence refers to the knowledge of syntax, morphology,
phonology, and other linguistic components that allow learners to form correct
sentences. It is the foundation of language learning, but it must be integrated with
other types of competence for effective communication.

Sociolinguistic Competence involves the ability to use language appropriately

in different social situations. Students need to understand not only the formal and
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informal registers of the language but also how to adjust their speech based on factors
such as age, gender, and cultural background.

Discourse Competence focuses on the ability to create extended spoken or
written texts that are coherent and cohesive. It emphasizes the capacity to organize
ideas logically, use connectors, and maintain coherence in longer conversations or
written tasks.

Strategic Competence is the ability to overcome communication breakdowns
by using strategies such as paraphrasing, asking for clarification, or using gestures. It
allows students to compensate for gaps in their language knowledge and continue the
communication process effectively.

To foster these components, English lessons should incorporate a variety of
teaching strategies. Interactive methods such as role-playing, group discussions,
debates, and problem-solving tasks provide students with real-life contexts where
they can practice language use. The teacher’s role is to create an environment where
students feel confident to experiment with language and learn from their mistakes.
Additionally, tasks should be designed to be communicative rather than purely
focused on grammar drills, as students benefit more from activities that reflect
authentic language use.

Modern technology offers valuable tools for enhancing communicative
competence. Online platforms, language apps, and video conferencing tools allow
students to engage in communication with native speakers and peers around the
world, which further enriches their learning experience. Exposure to authentic
materials such as movies, podcasts, and news articles also provides insight into
cultural contexts and real-world language use.

The development of communicative competence in English lessons is essential
for preparing students to use the language effectively in real-life situations. By
integrating grammatical knowledge with social, strategic, and discourse skills,
teachers can help students become confident, proficient communicators. The use of
interactive and technology-enhanced teaching methods further enriches the learning

experience, ensuring that students are well-equipped for global communication.
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