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The purpose of the article is to identify the premises and prospects for organising and developing secondary and ter-

tiary producers’ cooperatives in Ukraine, specifically for dairy service cooperatives. 
Research methods. The research uses dialectical methods of cognition and monographic method – for the analysis of works 

of Ukrainian and foreign scientists on the problem of agricultural dairy cooperation; empirical and graphical methods – to 
demonstrate the state of the cooperative movement in European countries and interactions between three levels of coopera-
tives; remote survey method – to find out the opinions of co-operators about secondary and tertiary cooperatives; abstract 
logical methods – for theoretical generalizations and formulation of conclusions. 

Research results. Most cooperators seek a collective solution to the problems of a competitive business environment in 
Ukraine. The functioning of cooperative unions, which include dairy cooperatives (secondary cooperatives), improved inter-
action between participants in the dairy business and contributed to better organization of agricultural production in rural 
communities. According to the respondents’ opinions, the tertiary cooperative is designed to support farmers and coopera-
tives in solving such significant problems as restrictive legislation, or to support in the process of such critical reforms for 
agricultural producers as land reform. Those organisations may be able to influence the market conditions, to raise the 
funding or subsidies for small-scale dairy farmers. 

Scientific novelty. This article identified the reasons for small-scale dairy farmers to cooperate and their opinions 
about premises and prospects for organising and developing secondary and tertiary farming cooperatives in Ukraine. It high-
lighted perspective points of development and improvement for such organizations to support the further functioning of the 
rural dairy business in Ukraine. In particular, the respondents of surveyed secondary cooperatives are aware of prospective 
benefits from cooperative unions and expect something similar from starting the tertiary cooperative. They prefer those to 
be organised based on sectoral mandate and mainly concentrated on legislation and funding matters, but 80% of respond-
ents have doubts about practical realisation of this idea because of such risks as corruption and shadow economy matters. It 
is important to stress that secondary cooperatives are the business organizations and in the worldwide experience aiming at 
marketing, processing or trading the production, gaining the bargaining power and market share. 

Practical significance. Scientists and experts of the agricultural economy can use the results of the study to support 
the development of secondary and tertiary dairy service cooperatives for improving the working conditions in rural commu-
nities with cooperatives and business environment for small-scale dairy producers in Ukraine. Tabl.: 2. Figs.: 1. Refs.: 19.  

Keywords: agricultural cooperatives; dairy cooperatives; cooperative union; cooperative; secondary and tertiary coop-
eratives. 
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Scientific problem. In 2019, the registries 

of the Ukrainian rural authorities suggested 
there were registered 1286 service coopera-
tives, and its number is 161 more than in 
2018. Although according to the Ministry of 
Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine, the num-
ber of Ukrainian service cooperatives that has 
actually operated in 2019 is 735. The dairy 
specialisation has been chosen by186 of such 
cooperatives [1]. About 43% of officially regis-
tered cooperatives have lost their members 
but the registration is left uncancelled yet. 
The reason for such a situation is that the 
heads of inactive cooperatives have been 
started within several years after the disasso-
ciation from the Soviet Union and were similar 
to collective farms. Due to this, newly creat-
ed structures were able to satisfy very little 
of producers’ needs that make them look for 
other forms of cooperation. 

Historically, Ukrainian (at the West) coop-
erative have been thriving at the beginning of 
the 20th century and the farmers understood 
the need for organised cooperative’ relations 
[16]. The scarcity of natural and credit re-
sources, knowledge, and working experience 
sharing, joined work for maximising the in-
come, the competitive environment to work 
are the core reasons for adopting the innova-
tive structure for Ukrainian farmers. The 
competition issues are exceptionally im-
portant nowadays when rural farmers have to 
fight COVID-19 related economic consequenc-
es, an ongoing decrease of productive cattle, 
and challenging competition with private agri-
cultural enterprises. However, the big idea of 
effective cooperation has not been realised 
yet in Ukraine.  

According to the Law of Ukraine “On Agri-
cultural Cooperation”, any cooperative has 
the right for voluntary founding or entering 
the cooperatives’ union. Such unions, in their 
turn, have the right to the founding of the co-
operatives’ next level union according to the 
operating area or specialisation of member 
cooperatives [7]. Thus, a secondary coopera-
tive is a cooperative in which all members are 
cooperatives, and tertiary cooperative is  

a cooperative, the members of which 
are secondary cooperatives [9]. 

Foreign cases of founding and running sec-
ondary and tertiary farming cooperatives de-
scribing both pros and cons of these unions 
may help to understand the premises and pro-
spects for organising and developing second-
ary and tertiary farming cooperatives in 
Ukraine in the nearest future. For example, in 
the UK the cooperative unions are very help-
ful for farmers in their fight against prohibi-
tive legislation in such cases as increasing the 
amount of withdrawable share capital for co-
operative needs or enabling the automation of 
cooperatives’ reporting to the government, 
etc. [9]. These practices may be interested in 
cooperative management in Ukraine. On the 
contrary, the Kenya National Federation of 
Cooperatives over the years of functioning has 
deviated from such important missions as col-
laboration, lobbying, and networking to rare 
training sessions and consultancy. Later, the 
situation has worsened due to corruptive 
practices and eventually many member coop-
eratives withdraw their membership that led 
to its near-collapse [10, p. 9]. Factors that 
may lead to the deterioration in the perfor-
mance of cooperatives’ union has to be stud-
ied as well as good practices.   

Having said that, such multi-stakeholders’ 
structures like secondary and tertiary produc-
ers’ cooperatives and their activity within ru-
ral areas of Ukraine has to be investigated. 

Analysis of recent research and publica-
tions. Different types of agricultural unions 
and associations are there in the world for 
over a century. For instance, one of the first-
ever cooperatives’ unions has been created in 
1870 for all-kind support for consumers and 
workers’ cooperatives in Rochdale, UK. Nowa-
days, it is still functioning by the name of ‘Co-
operatives UK’ and concentrated on promo-
tion, development, and uniting the co-
operative enterprises [13]. 

Thus, the studying of cooperative has be-
gun since the end of the 19th century. Ingalsbe 
F. and Groves G. have studied the aspects of 
the functioning of the oldest cooperative or-
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ganisations like Rochdale Pioneers in the 
United Kingdom and credit cooperative start-
ed by Raiffeisen F. in Germany [12, p. 106]. 

Hoyt A. covered such important matters for 
agricultural development as attempts to or-
ganize primary and secondary cooperatives, 
and their potential to supply inputs and mar-
ket farm products in developing countries [11, 
p. 82]. 

The recent massive of new practical infor-
mation on primary and secondary dairy coop-
eratives came from African, Asian, and Indian 
farmers and scholars. There, the issues of ver-
tical integration of agricultural cooperatives 
have become significant within the last ten-
year period. Kwanzi M. and Mbohva C. have 
explored the existing cooperative model of 
market supply in South Africa [15]. Srinivasan 
S. and Sundaram B. studied the performance 
of agricultural cooperatives in connection 
with socio-economic development in Ethiopia 
[17, p. 200]. 

As of Ukrainian scholars, many have devot-
ed their articles to different aspects of the 
development of the cooperative movement. 
Such scientist as Zinovchuk V. has dedicated 
all of his fundamental studies to the problem 
of agricultural cooperation [4]. His findings 
are essential for the scientific base of the 
Ukrainian agricultural cooperation movement.  

According to the suggestions of Malik M. and 
Tarasov D., the cooperative movement usually 
develops in three basic steps. At the first step, 
the idea of cooperation spreads that makes 
many farmers try it [6, p. 49; 19]. The next 
step is characterised by governments’ involve-
ment in the cooperative movement in the 
forms of registration and performance legisla-
tion. Moreover, the final step presents a new 
quality wave of cooperation based on effective 
interaction between all interested actors like 
farmers, cooperatives, consumers, factories, 
distributors, and government. So far, Ukrainian 
dairy cooperation remains at the second step 
meaning there is a demand for research of the 
described problem. 

As of specifically the secondary and ter-
tiary cooperatives in Ukraine, the studies have 
begun to appear since the latest nineties of 20 
century. Since the beginning of the second 
decade of the 21st century, many international 
humanitarian and technical assistance devel-
opment projects have entered the Ukrainian 
business environment. Their outcomes usually 
target the capacity and competitiveness in-

crease through support the grants and training 
for small-scale producers. Such projects pro-
vided the new database and business practic-
es for Ukrainian scientists to research. For in-
stance, Amelina Yu. studied the aspects of 
prospective cooperation of dairy and vegeta-
ble small-scale organic producers [1, p. 93]. 
Bezus R. and Burtak S. have studied the rea-
sons for the crisis of Ukrainian dairy coopera-
tives. Also, they reveal the problem of capital 
structure in such cooperatives. Both of these 
researchers contribute to the educational 
support of dairy family farms, primary and 
secondary dairy cooperatives in Ukraine [2]. 

Having numerous scientists interested in 
studies on cooperation in Ukraine, still, there 
are concerns about quasi cooperatives of pri-
mal and second level contributing to the all-
Ukrainian informational base about coopera-
tion that may lead to negative outputs as de-
creasing number of real cooperatives and in-
terested farmers in group actions. 

There are few studies about the prospects 
for organising and developing secondary and 
tertiary producers’ cooperatives in Ukraine. 

The purpose of the article is to define the 
premises and prospects for organising and de-
veloping secondary and tertiary producers’ 
cooperatives in Ukraine, specifically for dairy 
service cooperatives. 

Research results. The current study on 
premises and prospects for organizing and de-
veloping dairy cooperatives in Ukraine in-
volves the analysis of statistic data from open 
access sources as well as the phone and online 
form survey conducted by authors. Six of dairy 
cooperatives from Dnipro, L’viv, Zaporizhzhia, 
Kherson regions producing up to 20% of coop-
eratives’ milk in Ukraine (as of 2019) have 
been studied. All above producers’ coopera-
tives are members of secondary co-ops - Un-
ions. 

This study has been structured into two 
parts. Firstly, the authors studied the theoret-
ical background of secondary and tertiary co-
operatives including partial international 
practices on the studies issues. And finally, 
the authors determined the prospects and 
current issues for organising and developing 
secondary and tertiary farming cooperatives 
in Ukraine. The dairy service cooperatives 
were surveyed within phone and online form 
questioning of 10 respondents including presi-
dents, managers, and members of the studied 
secondary dairy service cooperatives. 
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The Ukrainian dairy farmers have several 
reasons to cooperate. Such as the low income 
of small-scale dairy farming communities. As 
of 2020, a large volume of raw milk in Ukraine 
is still produced by tiny family households. 
According to the State Statistic Service of 
Ukraine, in 2019 family households produced 
71,8% of raw milk, which makes a massive re-
serve for milk products for both internal and 
external markets [8, p. 152]. However, busi-

ness conditions prevent many small producers 
from further growing and gaining more profit. 

To assess the current state of the coopera-
tive movement in European countries with the 
most powerful agricultural economies. Table 1 
includes indicators as the number of coopera-
tives, number of cooperative members, num-
ber of cooperative employees, and annual co-
operatives turnover (Table 1). 

Table 1. Key statistics data about cooperative movement in European countries with 
the most powerful agricultural economies 

Indicators 
Country 

France Italy Germany Spain 

Number of cooperatives 22517 39600 7500 20050 

Number of cooperative  
members 

26106829 12620000 22200000 315000 

Number of cooperative  
employees 

1217466 1150200 860000 290221 

Annual cooperatives turnover, 
in billions of Euro 

307 150 195 22 

Source: Created by authors using [14, p. 12].

According to the data from the Table 1, 
the most developed market for cooperative 
agriculture has France since this country has 
the highest economic indicators.  

The Netherlands has only 200 producers’ 
cooperatives, which is much lower than in 
other European countries, but those are 
enough to support the efficiency of the Dutch 
agricultural cooperative market. 

The shares of agricultural market demon-
strates that cooperatives in France have 50% 
of the French market, Finnish cooperatives – 
79%, and in the Netherlands agricultural co-
operatives have 83% of the agricultural mar-
ket. At this point, the Ukrainian sector of co-
operative agriculture has much lower perfor-
mance. 

With unstable prices for cattle feed and 
unpredictable retail prices for raw milk and 
handcrafted milk products, Ukrainian farmers 
try to cooperate to reduce the cost of milk 
production and its delivery to cooling points 
and milk plants. However, after solving the 
production costs issues and group sales, 
Ukrainian co-operators may face issues with 
tax and social security legislation, village in-

frastructure matters influencing the speed of 
milk delivery, etc. Besides, small-scale pro-
ducer and their unions have always to com-
pete with agricultural enterprises and even 
holding companies. Protecting the rights and 
business interests are essential reasons for 
Ukrainian dairy farmers to cooperate. 

About 10% of cooperatives in Ukraine are 
members of the secondary cooperatives (un-
ions). The biggest union has 40 cooperatives 
and the total of dairy member cooperatives in 
this unions is 27 (table 2). 2 unions market 
milk to the processors however one of those 
has started building the processing plant. 
Other unions usually provide consultancy, ad-
visory, education, and advocacy services. 

The basic idea behind the cooperation of 
cooperatives has been described in the sixth 
cooperative principle. According to the Inter-
national Co-operative Alliance, this principle 
states that “cooperatives serve their members 
most effectively and strengthen the coopera-
tive movement by working together through 
local, national, regional and international 
structures” [13]. 
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Table 2. Top of Ukrainian Cooperative Unions (as of 2020) 

№ Name  Regions 
Member 
coops 

Dairy 
coops 

Milk 
sales 

via the 
Union 

1 
Cooperative union of agricultural  
service cooperatives «Fayni Gazdy» 

Ternopil, Khmelnytsk, 
Kyiv, Ivano-Frankivs'k, 
Volyn 

40 4 No 

2 
Cooperative union of agricultural  
service cooperatives «Rivnopravnist» 

L`viv, Ternopil`,  
Ivano-Frankivs'k 

12 12 Yes* 

3 
Union  of agricultural service  
cooperatives «Gospodar» 

Dnipropetrovs`k,  
Zaporizhzhia, Kherson, 
Kirovograd 

8 6 Yes 

4 

Union of cooperatives  and private  
entrepreneurs for production  
of agricultural natural products  
«Opilskyy kray» 

Ivano-Frankivs'k 4 1 No 

5 
Union  of agricultural service  
cooperatives «Hospodar Pidhirya» 

Lviv, Chernivtsi 4 1 No 

6 
Chernigiv regional union of agricultural 
service cooperatives «Polissya» 

Chernihiv 3 2 No 

7 
Union  of agricultural service  
cooperatives  «Chernihivshchina  
ekolohichna» 

Chernihiv 2 1 No 

8 
Cooperative union of agricultural  
service cooperatives «Agro-Yednist» 

Cherkasy 2 0 No 

TOTAL 75 27   

*marketing the milk via cooperative union private firm «Cooperative Solidarnist’». 

Source: Created by the authors.

According to the theories and evidence from 
the scientific literature on the studied issue and 
revised dairy cooperatives, the secondary coop-
eratives have a structure depicted in Figure. 

Historically, Ukrainian agricultural co-
operators have been having constant attempts 

to start an efficient secondary all-Ukrainian 
cooperative for agricultural producers. Unfor-
tunately, such organisations were not able to 
support all the cooperation actors’ needs and 
resolve all the problems. 

 

Figure. Membership in the primary, secondary, and tertiary cooperatives 

Source: Created by authors.
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Since Ukraine gained independence, the 
cooperatives that usually were ex-collective 
farms united into the All-Ukrainian Comity of 
Cooperatives financed from farmers’ social 
security funds. Having involuntary nature and 
rather political than social and economic pur-
poses, this organisation decreased its influ-
ence within the next decade and eventually 
closed. 

According to Zinovchuk’s V. findings, after 
the mentioned Comity meeting in 1998, the 
National Association of agricultural coopera-
tives of Ukraine was established and became 
an important body for agricultural coopera-
tives in Ukraine. However, the evolution of 
this Association was not fast enough to pro-
tect agricultural cooperatives in a rapidly 
changing environment [19, pp. 76-77]. 

In 2017, 5 cooperative unions have started 
the first-ever tertiary cooperative in the 
Ukrainian agricultural sector of the economy 
named All-Ukrainian Agrarian Forum. In 2020, 
this organization is mainly busy with legislation 
lobbing concerning agricultural production with 
limited attention to dairy farmers [3]. 

To determine what premises and prospects 
the members and managers of dairy coopera-
tives have, the authors conducted a phone 
and online form survey of 10 respondents. The 
respondents were presidents, managers, and 
members of the studied secondary dairy ser-
vice cooperatives. 

The survey was designed in a form of wide 
open question: “Please name and describe 
premises and prospects for organising and de-
veloping secondary and tertiary dairy service 
cooperatives”. In case, if the respondent is 
not able to give a detailed and structured an-
swer, the interviewer may have asked listed 
specific questions: 

- Why did you established or entered the 
secondary cooperative? 

- What kind of expectations did you have 
before entering? 

- What results did you get from the sec-
ondary cooperative? 

- Do you seek to enter or start the ter-
tiary cooperative? Why? 

- What purposes will it have?  
All of the respondents stated that a sec-

ondary cooperative (usually union) was neces-
sary for protecting the rights and interests of 
dairy cooperatives as actors of the actual 
Ukrainian dairy market. 

80% of respondents expected from second-
ary cooperative more informational support 
such as cooperative matters’ education, shar-
ing practices of production and administration 
of business, updating of technologies. 50% of 
respondents expected to get more infor-
mation and chances for credits and funding 
for their cooperative from the Ukrainian gov-
ernment or international funding bodies. 100% 
of respondents expected better marketing of 
their milk. 

60% of respondents were satisfied with the 
training about cooperatives and better prices 
they get after joining the secondary coopera-
tive. 70% liked the new cooling points and 
trucks they were able to get through funding 
or cheaper credit from the union. 20% of re-
spondents were not satisfied by their mem-
bership in a secondary dairy cooperative be-
cause of the lack of real collaboration, no 
transparency in its management, and low re-
tail prices for milk.  

The idea to have a big all-Ukrainian associ-
ation of dairy service cooperatives (or tertiary 
cooperative) to solve the issues of studied co-
operatives as lobbying the legislation changes, 
influencing the milk prices, modernising the 
production of milk, creating reliable credit 
unions are attractive for 100% of surveyed or-
ganizations. However, 90% of respondents 
share their doubts in a realisation of this idea. 
70% of respondents expect low transparency 
in administrating such an organisation and 
subsequently high corruption level. 80% of re-
spondents stated that tertiary cooperative 
would be very helpful while the land reform is 
happening to protect their land rights, but 
they do not know how to organise it. 40% of 
respondents think that an efficient tertiary 
dairy cooperative should be focused specifi-
cally on dairy service cooperative to be fully 
concentrated on the interests of its members 
and not its own services. 

Thus, members and managers of surveyed 
secondary cooperatives are aware of prospec-
tive benefits from cooperative unions and ex-
pect something similar or even better from 
starting the tertiary cooperative. In Ukraine, 
they prefer it to be organised based on secto-
rial mandate and mainly concentrated on leg-
islation and funding matters. 

Conclusions. Low incomes, unsafe working 
conditions, long working hours, feeling of low 
social security, and willingness for develop-
ment usually motivate Ukrainian small-scale 
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dairy producers to cooperate in the hope to 
get better selling prices for their milk and 
cheaper feed and fertilisers. 

The shares of agricultural markets in the 
European countries as France and the Nether-
lands are up to 83% that shows a possibility 
for further development for Ukrainian cooper-
atives, including dairy ones.  

Surveyed respondents are sure that tertiary 
cooperative is a body for farmers’ protection. 
The primary cooperatives start to need higher 
level of cooperation when they face an issues 
which need the legislation change or crucial 
for agricultural producers reforms such as 
land reform. Also, those organisations may be 
able to influence the market conditions, to 

raise the funding or subsidies for small-scale 
dairy farmers. 

In general, the secondary and tertiary dairy 
cooperatives according to the surveyed co-
operators should support the farmers’ negoti-
ations in the value chain affecting the dairy 
farming sector: suppliers, processors, traders, 
government. To manage those actors in more 
efficient and using bargaining power on behalf 
of small-scale producers. Nevertheless, taking 
into account the existing issues of the Ukrain-
ian business environment as corruption or 
shadowed economy, the governance struc-
ture, management and transparency of those 
secondary or tertiary levels of cooperatives 
are very important to gain trust of producers.  
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Безус Р. М., Буртак С. Г., Крючко Л. С., Дуброва Н. П. Передумови і перспективи організації та розвитку  

сільськогосподарських кооперативів другого і третього рівнів в Україні: приклад молочних обслуговуючих кооперативів 

Мета статті – виявити передумови і перспективи організації та розвитку сільськогосподарських кооперативів друго-
го і третього рівнів в Україні, зокрема молочних обслуговуючих кооперативів.  

Методика дослідження. Використано методи: діалектичного пізнання та монографічний – для аналізу робіт українсь-
ких і зарубіжних вчених із проблеми сільськогосподарської молочної кооперації; емпіричні й графічні – для демонстрації 
стану кооперативного руху в європейських країнах і взаємодії кооперативів трьох рівнів; дистанційного опитування – для 
з'ясування думки кооператорів про сільськогосподарські кооперативи другого і третього рівнів; абстрактно-логічні – для 
теоретичних узагальнень і формулювання висновків.  

Результати дослідження. Встановлено, що більшість кооператорів прагнуть до колективного вирішення проблем 
конкурентного ділового середовища в Україні. Функціонування об’єднань молочних кооперативів (кооперативів другого 
рівня) дозволило поліпшити взаємодію між учасниками молочного бізнесу і сприяло кращій організації сільськогосподар-
ського виробництва в сільських громадах. На думку респондентів, кооператив третього рівня покликаний підтримувати 
фермерів і кооперативи при вирішенні таких істотних проблем, як обмежувальне законодавство, або в процесі таких 
критично важливих реформ для сільськогосподарських виробників, як земельна. Ці організації можуть мати можливість 
впливати на ринкові умови, залучати фінансування або субсидії для дрібних молочних виробників.  

Елементи наукової новизни. Визначено причини кооперації дрібних молочних фермерів і їхні думка про передумови та 
перспективи організації та розвитку сільськогосподарських кооперативів другого і третього рівнів в Україні. Позначено 
перспективні точки розвитку і вдосконалення цих організацій з метою підтримки функціонування сільського молочного 
бізнесу в Україні. Зокрема, респонденти кооперативів другого рівня обізнані про передбачувані вигоди від кооперативних 
об’єднань і чекають  подібного від створення кооперативу третього рівня. Вони очікують, що він буде організований на 
основі галузевих повноважень і в основному зосереджений на питаннях законодавства та фінансування. Разом із тим 80% 
респондентів сумніваються в практичній реалізації цієї ідеї через ризики корупції та тінізації економіки. При цьому 
об’єднання кооперативів є діловими організаціями, а в контексті світового досвіду спрямовані на маркетинг, переробку 
або торгівлю продукцією, здобуття переговорної сили та частки ринку. 

Практична значущість. Вчені та експерти аграрної економіки можуть використовувати результати дослідження для 
підтримки розвитку молочних обслуговуючих кооперативів другого і третього рівнів в Україні, для поліпшення умов праці 
в селах із кооперативами та бізнес-середовища для дрібних виробників молочної продукції в Україні. Табл.: 2. Рис.: 1.  
Бібліогр.: 19.  
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вторинні і третинні кооперативи. 
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Безус Р. Н., Буртак С. Г., Крючко Л. С., Дуброва Н. П. Предпосылки и перспективы организации и развития 

сельскохозяйственных кооперативов второго и третьего уровней в Украине: пример молочных обслуживающих  
кооперативов 

Цель статьи – выявить предпосылки и перспективы организации и развития сельскохозяйственных кооперативов 
второго и третьего уровней в Украине, в частности молочных обслуживающих кооперативов. 

Методика исследования. Использованы методы: диалектические познания и монографический – для анализа работ ук-
раинских и зарубежных ученых по проблеме сельскохозяйственной молочной кооперации; эмпирические и графические – для 
демонстрации состояния кооперативного движения в европейских странах и взаимодействия кооперативов трёх уровней; 
дистанционного опроса – для выяснения мнения кооператоров о сельскохозяйственных кооперативах второго и третьего 
уровней; абстрактно-логические – для теоретических обобщений и формулировки выводов.  

Результаты исследования. Установлено, что большинство кооператоров стремятся к коллективному решению про-
блем конкурентной деловой среды в Украине. Функционирование объединений молочных кооперативов (кооперативов 
второго уровня) позволило улучшить взаимодействие между участниками молочного бизнеса и способствовало лучшей 
организации сельскохозяйственного производства в сельских общинах. По мнению респондентов, кооператив третьего 
уровня призван поддерживать фермеров и кооперативы при решении таких существенных проблем, как ограничительное 
законодательство, или в процессе таких критически важных реформах для сельскохозяйственных производителей, как 
земельная. Эти организации могут иметь возможность влиять на рыночные условия, привлекать финансирование или 
субсидии для мелких молочных фермеров. 

Элементы научной новизны. Определены причины кооперации мелких молочных фермеров и их мнение о предпосылках и 
перспективах организации и развития сельскохозяйственных кооперативов второго и третьего уровней в Украине. Обозна-
чены перспективные точки развития и совершенствования этих организаций с целью поддержки функционирования сельско-
го молочного бизнеса в Украине. В частности, респонденты кооперативов второго уровня осведомлены о предполагаемых 
выгодах от кооперативных объединений и ожидают подобного от создания кооператива третьего уровня. Они ожидают, 
что он будет организован на основе отраслевых полномочий и в основном сосредоточен на вопросах законодательства и 
финансирования. Вместе с тем 80% респондентов сомневаются в практической реализации этой идеи из-за рисков коррупции 
и тенизации экономики. При этом, объединения кооперативов являются деловыми организациями, а в контексте мирового 
опыта направлены на маркетинг, переработку или торговлю продукцией, получение переговорной силы и доли рынка. 

Практическая значимость. Учёные и эксперты аграрной экономики могут использовать результаты исследования 
для поддержки развития молочных обслуживающих кооперативов второго и третьего уровней в Украине, для улучшения 
условий труда в селах с кооперативами и бизнес-среды для мелких производителей молочной продукции в Украине.  
Табл.: 2. Илл.: 1. Библиогр.: 19.  

Ключевые слова: сельскохозяйственные кооперативы; молочные кооперативы; кооперативы; объединения коопера-
тивов; вторичные и третичные кооперативы. 
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