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The ratan goby Ponticola ratan (Nordmann, 1840) is known as an inhabitant of

the marine and brackish waters of the Black Sea, the Sea of Azov and the Caspian
Sea. The paper presents data on its recent records in the freshwaters of Ukraine.
The morphological features of the ratan goby in freshwater habitats were studied
for the first time. Certain differences in morphological features between specimens
from the freshwater and marine populations were revealed, probably reflecting
adaptation to new freshwater habitats, characterized by more turbid water and
other specter of available food. The records of mature specimens in the Dniprovske
and Kaniv Reservoirs indicate its active progression upstream the Dnieper River,
which enabled to confirm that the species should be considered both euryhaline
and amphidromous. At the same time, low abundance of P. ratan in the Dnieper
River enabled to consider its status in the fresh waters of Ukraine not as invasive
but alien.
Buyok-paTtaH Ponticola ratan(Nordmann, 1840) BigomMun §K MeLUKaHeub
MOPCbLKUX i COnoHyBaTmnx Bog YopHoro, A3oBcbkoro i Kacnicebkoro mopis. Y
CcTaTTi HaBeOeHO [aHi MpPo MOro OCTaHHI 3YCTpidi Yy MApICHUX BOAOMMax
YKkpaiHn. Bnepwe  gocnigpkeHo  mMopdonoriyHi - ocobnuBocTi  BGudka
TapabaHcbkoro B MpiCHOBOAHMX  OioTonax. bynn  BusBneHi  neBHi
BiAMIHHOCTI B MOPOSIOriYHMX OCOBMMBOCTAX MiXK 3paskaMy MPiCHOBOAHOI
Ta MOPCbKOI nonynsuin, Wwo, MMOBIpHO, BigobpaXkae aganTtauito 40 HOBUX
NPiCHOBOOHUX CepedoBull, ICHYBaHHS, WO XapakKTepuaytTbca OinbLu
KaramyTHOKO BOAOK Ta IHWWM CMNEeKTPOM AOCTYMHOI  DXKi. 3Haxigku
ctateBo3pinux  ek3emnngapiB  y  [HinpoBcbkoMy Ta  KaHiBCbkOMY
BOJOCXOBULLAX CBig4YaTb NPO MOro akTMBHE MPOCYBaHHA Bropy 3a Teudieto
[Hinpa, wWwWo Ago3BONMNO nNiATBEPANTW, WO BWO CNig BBaXaTn $K
eBpuraniHHMUM, Tak i amigpoMHMM. Y TOM Xe 4ac HU3bKa YUCESbHICTLP.
ratany p. [HINpo [03BONMNO BBaxaTW WOro craTyc y MpiCHUX Bodax
YKpalHn He iHBa3iNnHUM, a Yy>KOPigHUM.



